
 

 

Head’s May Newsletter 

Tuesday 1st May, 2018 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I would like to say that Spring has sprung, but although the days are 

longer it still feels a bit chilly and inclement.  No doubt that is because 

the pavement cracking weather is being saved for our Spring Fair on 

Saturday 12th May! 

 

Spring Fair and Family Fun Day – Saturday 12th May: 

I hope that you are all looking forward to our Spring Fair and Family Fun Day.  The gates open at 10.30am 

with the official opening by the Mayor and Mayoress at 11.00am.  This year entry is only £1 with tickets 

available from school via your child’s tutor group.  This ticket does not just gain you entry to the Fair, but it 

is also a raffle ticket for our prize draw with a brand new large screen smart TV as the main prize!  Therefore, 

even if you can’t come to the Fair you can buy as many tickets as you want to increase your chances of 

winning a prize in the raffle.  Tickets will also be available on the gate, so bring as many friends and family as 

you want. 

We are delighted to be welcoming back the 

North West Reptile Association who have 

snakes, chameleons, bearded dragons, 

tarantulas and lots more exotic creatures 

many of which you will be able to handle.  

Horus Birds of Prey will also be here with 

their stunning owls and other majestic birds 

of prey.  Dads – you need to get ready to 

show your cowboy credentials on the rodeo bull – who will be able to stay on 

for the longest?  I reckon it will be a female that wins…  

The air cadets will be here with the chance to try their flight simulator and the Porsche Club will have some 

classic models, old and new, lined up for you to admire.  For those under 10 there will be a jungle adventure 

inflatable assault course as well as the giant inflatable slide for children (and grown ups) of any age!  The fire 



service will be here with one of their engines and we are hoping to have some giants of the road in the form 

of HGV lorry cabs.  If you want to get behind the wheel for some racing action then we will have our go-kart 

out and revved up for you to negotiate the turns in our go-kart track. 

There will be plenty of live entertainment.  Look out for home-grown talent in 

the form of Will Pike who will perform an hour long set as well as appearances 

from more of our talented young musicians.  Our very own Balshaw’s dance 

group will be showcasing their new routines and we will be welcoming the 

Leyland Morris Men who will demonstrate their craft to us.   

We are also welcoming back the Lancashire 

Wallopers who hosted their annual weekend 

clog dancing conference and event at Balshaw’s 

earlier this year.  As well as performing, they will be conducting workshops for 

anyone who would like to learn more about the art of clogging. 

 

There will be loads to eat and drink, so enjoy your lunch with us.  We will have 

traditional sandwiches, cake, tea and coffee as well as our always popular beefburgers, pizzas and hotdogs.  

There will be ice cream and slushies as well as our tuck shop.  Daisy’s Catering will be cooking up sweet and 

savoury crepes if you fancy a more Francophile dining experience!  We will also be hosting our very own 

“Great Balshaw’s Bake Off Competition” for students to enter.  They are asked to bake one of the following: 

 Best cupcake 

 Best Bee/Honey Bake 

 Best bake with the most unusual flavour (edible please!) 

Students can bake and decorate their competition cakes at home and make sure that they are in school by 

10.30am on Saturday 12th May. There will be credits for all student contributors and prizes for the best 

efforts.  If they are exceptionally good they may even get a handshake from our very own 'Paul Hollywood' 

or 'Prue Leith' (which will be myself and Mrs Wilson)! 

Please note: ‘Bake Off’ cakes will be sold on the cake stall after judging, so please make sure you let us know 

if you want to take yours home. 

Cake Stall: Miss Warburton runs our very popular Cake Stall on the day and we needs lots of extra cakes, 

biscuits, brownies, flap jacks etc. to sell on the day. Any baked goodies will be very well received and can be 

brought to school on Friday 11th May or before 10.00am on Saturday 12th May.Of course there will be all 

the other games and stalls that are favourites – chocolate tombola, prize tombola, books, toys, local crafts, 

hook-a-duck, penalty shoot out etc.  We will also have a football speed radar to see just how hard you can 

kick a football!  It’s impossible to list everything, so let’s pray that we have a fantastic sunny and warm day 

for everyone to enjoy themselves. 

 

 

 



Non-Uniform Day: 

We will have our non-uniform day the day before on Friday 11th May.  For this day we ask all of our students 

to buy at least one entry ticket for £1 (which is also a raffle ticket for our prize draw) and bring in something 

to support the Spring Fair.  So, before Friday 11th we are looking for as many of the following as possible: 

 Bottles for the bottle tombola (wine, spirits, beers etc.) 

 Chocolate 

 Quality items for the main tombola (toiletries or other more significant items) 

 Used console games 

 Toys 

 Good quality books 

Examination Season: 

Our Year 11 students should be in full revision swing now as GCSE examinations have already started.  As I 

write the Art and MFL examinations have already taken place.  Year 10 are doing their internal exams this 

week and after the half term, Year 11 will be right in the heart of exam season.  There is no point in wishing 

them luck as very little luck comes into it, but we do hope that the hard work that they put in will reap its 

rewards and they are able to give of their best. 

Mental Health Awareness – Workshops for Parents: 

Earlier this year we ran a careers fair which was very well-attended and the feedback from parents and 

students was that this was a very useful and informative event.  We have decided to run another evening 

event, this time aimed at parents.  Put a provisional date in your diary of Tuesday 26th June for our 

Supporting Mental Health and Children’s Self-esteem evening. 

With so many pressures on children today from exam pressure to conforming to the ideals presented to 

them on social media, navigating their way through peer pressure, fake news, online sexploitation it can be 

hard for parents to know what approach to take and where to find a balance in protecting your child, but 

giving them roots to be able to grow independently. 

We will be inviting professionals and drawing on our own experiences of the issues that face our young 

people to run workshops and talks that will empower all parents to support their children.   We will 

investigate many aspects of well-being from healthy sleep, the realities of online child sexual exploitation to 

mental health through growth mindsets and digital device free time.  We hope that as many of you will be 

able to attend this as possible.  We hope that parents will be able to share their experiences with others too.  

Knowing that you are not the only parent to be saying “No” despite the assertions from your children that 

“everyone else is allowed to do x” can be a very empowering position! 

Our students’ successes: 

We are always delighted to hear of our students’ successes outside 

school and you will see these on our website and our Twitter feed.  

Please let us know of any news and send us any pics if you can.  We 

have celebrated Maddison Ginger’s ice skating success this year as 

she represented Great Britain in competition in Copenhagen.  She is 



currently up for possible selection for Team GB and we follow her progress with pride. 

Also continuing to compete at the international level in Judo is our Head Boy Adam 

Butler who took bronze in the Sportif International Competition in London over Easter. 

In union with her horse Peggy, Evie Fairbrother 

has also been competing in the Pony Club and 

British Riding Club dressage competitions 

where they came 10th in a field of 25 riders, 

many much older, from across the country. 

This is just an update on some of our students.  

There are many more stories that you can read 

on our website and we would love to hear from 

you of any achievements that your son or daughter has had outside of school so we can share in the 

celebration of their efforts to be the best that they can be. 

You can’t have missed the growing influence of Liv Cooke who left Balshaw’s in July 2016.  Liv has since 

appeared on TV, radio and competed all around the world since turning professional with her freestyle 

footballing.  She works to encourage young women into sport with the support of the Minister for Sport.  

However, as the World Champion Freestyle Footballer, she should be a household name.  If England won a 

world championship the nation would celebrate.  Liv should be a household name, but the profile of freestyle 

football and the second level coverage that female footballing receives in the press does not put the success 

and media acclaim that Liv merits in the public eye. 

I recommend you find out more about Liv by visiting her website and associated social media platforms:  

http://livcookefreestyle.com/  

You can also read more by visiting:  https://www.theguardian.com/football/2018/jan/02/liv-cooke-girl-

euro-2017-advert-professional-freestyler  

 

Balshaw’s Twitter: 

If you don’t subscribe to our Twitter then you can find us at @balshawscehighschool and you will be updated 

with key information or news such as emergency school closures such as the one we had earlier this year 

due to the heavy snowfall. 

The New School Canteen: 

We have renewed our contract with Chartwells as our 

catering providers and are looking forward to a complete 

facelift for our canteen facilities this summer.  In a statement 

from Rhianna Thompson, Head of Operations, she said:  “Our 

menus include the best quality ingredients sourced directly 

from growers and producers. This ensures we can maintain a 

robust supply chain and have complete traceability from the 

field to the plate.  A journey is never about standing still.  

Chartwells, in partnership with Balshaw’s Church of England 

http://livcookefreestyle.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2018/jan/02/liv-cooke-girl-euro-2017-advert-professional-freestyler
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2018/jan/02/liv-cooke-girl-euro-2017-advert-professional-freestyler


High School, will ensure that we offer your child/children a 

Government compliant, nutritionally balanced and tasty 

meal every day.” 

I have enclosed a copy of their newsletter with more 

information about the canteen refurbishment at the end of 

this newsletter.  Our pupils have been involved at each 

stage with the tender process and are involved with the 

process of designing the canteen facilities.  The work will 

take place over the summer holiday so all of our students 

can look forward to this new facility in September. 

Duck watch: 

Last year a pair of ducks rather unwisely nested in the brook near the astro-

turf pitch.  Despite the best efforts of our site staff to protect them and 

their chicks from the local wildlife the ending was not a happy one.  I am 

glad to say that this year our ducks have learned from their mistakes and 

have set up a nest with 7 eggs in a plant pot in a position where they will 

definitely be safe from roaming wildlife (not counting our students!) 

although curiously in a location without any water.  

You can see our nesting duck in the photo above.  In the picture she is eating some bread, but some food 

suitable for ducks is being sourced by our site team.  I will keep you all updated as to the progress of the eggs 

and hopefully soon, the chicks in:  “Duck Watch”. 

Contact with School: 

I have included an updated list of staff email addresses at the end of this newsletter.  Please note that during 

the day our staff are busy with teaching timetables, meetings and also supporting students pastorally.  There 

have been cases of parents expecting to be met without appointment or to have phonecalls returned within 

a morning or afternoon of calling.  Staff will get back to you as soon as their commitments allow, but having 

unrealistic expectations of staff availability can create unnecessary tension. 

Please let us know if your child’s medication changes in any way so that we can keep our records accurate.  

If ever you have to take your child for a medical appointment, please provide them with a letter to give to 

their tutor who will then give them an exeat slip to present to the office as they leave.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 



Appendix 1: 

Results of Parental Questionnaires: 

We have held all of our parents’ evenings for this year now.  At each parents’ evening we ask all of our 

parents to fill in a questionnaire to provide feedback to us to help us to evaluate what we do, how we do it 

and make improvements when possible and do more of the things that you think are successful. 

 



The things you said that we do well: 

 Promote confidence and self-esteem 

 Manage behaviour of pupils 

 Good work ethic 

 School values 

 Pastoral support 

 Setting high expectations for work, appearance and behaviour 

 Flexible in adapting to pupils’ needs 

 Teachers are very helpful when pupils are unsure 

 Extra-curricular activities 

 Communication with Parents 

 Good teaching 

The things that you say could be improved: 

 Greater consistency with the way that Class Charts is used by teaching staff 

 Continue to develop ways to make communication easy 

 Parents evenings can feel rushed and noisy 

 Better access to school from surrounding roads 

 Value pupils opinions more 

 Secure additional funding for more staff 

What we are doing to address these suggestions: 

 A responsibility role is being created to monitor and embed the use and practice of Class Charts to ensure that 

this becomes the crucial tool that it can be for parental engagement with Behaviour for Learning. 

 As well as ClassCharts, the school uses the website and Twitter to communicate up-to-date information.  In-

Touch messages are sent to all parents via our School Management Information System and email addresses are 

available to all parents in addition to telephone communication and face-to-face meetings. 

 We have changed the timing of parents’ evenings as a trial this year.  It has created a little bit more of a spread 

over the evening, but the school is exploring online appointment booking systems to ensure that parents have 

more active control over appointments for Parents’ evenings. 

 There is a lower school and an upper school council as well as a prefect panel in Year 11.  Our student leaders 

are being given further responsibilities in having input into the monitoring procedures at school to secure pupil 

feedback. 

 The school always seeks additional funding to ensure that it recruits the best staff possible as well as careful 

stewardship of the funding that it already has. 

 

  



Appendix 2: Chartwell’s newsletter 

 

  



  



Appendix 3: Staff email contacts 

Full Name Email 

Mrs R ATKINSON-BROWN r.atkinsonbrown@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr M BARRETT m.barrett@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss C BEGAUD c.begaud@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs K BISHOP k.bishop@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr D BLACKBURN d.blackburn@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss H BLENKINSHIP h.blenkinship@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss C BROWN c.brown@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss E BROWN e.brown@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs M CARR m.carr@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs S COBURN s.coburn@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs C CORNWELL c.cornwell@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr M DANIELS m.daniels@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr M DAVIDSON m.davidson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr L DUCKWORTH l.duckworth@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs L DUDLEY l.dudley@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs R DUDLEY r.dudley@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs C DURKIN c.durkin@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr D EDEN d.eden@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs H FLETCHER h.fletcher@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr P FLETCHER p.fletcher@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr P GREAVES p.greaves@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs J GREENWOOD j.greenwood@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs R GREGORY r.gregory@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr S HAYCOCKS s.haycocks@balshaws.org.uk 

Ms J HAYES j.hayes@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs G HENDERSON g.henderson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs M HIGGINS m.higgins@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs D HOLDEN d.holden@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr A HOLLAND a.holland@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs D HOWARTH d.howarth@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss A HUNKIN a.hunkin@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs B JACKSON b.jackson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr G JENNINGS g.jennings@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs L JONES l.jones@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs R LLEWELLYN BALL r.llewellynball@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss D LOCKHART d.lockhart@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs D LUPTON d.lupton@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs J LYLYK j.lylyk@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs J MCCUTCHEON j.mccutcheon@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr P MCFARLANE p.mcfarlane@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr D MELLING d.melling@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr J MORGAN j.morgan@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr S MORT s.mort@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss E PRESTON e.preston@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs F RAWSON f.rawson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr S RILEY s.riley@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs M ROGERSON m.rogerson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mr D SIMPSON d.simpson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs J SINGLETON DE CARRANZA j.singletondecarranza@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs C SPEAKMAN c.winnard@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs V THOMAS v.thomas@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs S THOMASSON s.thomasson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs C WALSH c.walsh@balshaws.org.uk 

Miss C WARBURTON c.warburton@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs M WHITTAM m.whittam@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs A WILSON a.wilson@balshaws.org.uk 

Mrs C WOOD c.wood@balshaws.org.uk 

 

 


