My late father, Frank Kelsall Duckworth, was a pupil from 1939 at what was then Balshaw’s Grammar School. I am enclosing a copy of a piece he wrote about his memories of the war years, which may be of interest to you. My mother was also a pupil at Balshaw’s from 1945 - her name then was Elsie Gill. She is now 88 years old and wondered if the school held any records of the war years. I myself now live in Garstang, near Winmarleigh, and would love to know which farm my father is referring to in the piece.

Whilst I realise that there are unlikely to be any records, I hope you don’t mind us asking and that you at least find the piece my father wrote interesting. Despite his admission that he could have worked harder at school, he was an intelligent man who started his working life as an apprentice in the tool room at Dick Kerr’s (later English Electric) and worked his way up to the position of Training Manager at British Aerospace, so clearly his schooling did pay off!

Kind regards,
Gillian Jolley (Mrs)
Dear Mrs Jolley,
Thank you for sharing your Dad's war memories document. I have been digitising the school archive and the records of the summer farm camp appear in the Balshavian Magazines from the war years including photos. Please follow the link to read these amazing documents and maybe you will find reference to your mum or your dad. These are searchable documents to make life easier for you!
Kind regards,
Naomi Breen
[image: ]
Dear Dr Breen
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you so much for taking the trouble to reply to my email and to send the link to the Balshavian Magazines. I have found them very interesting and did manage to find one picture of my Father!
[image: ]
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THE SCHOOL FARM CAMP.

e
August gth—23rd, 1941.
We again held this camp a¢ Winmareigh on M. J. Helme's farm, not far from last
year's camp st

Werwere very fortunate in our chiceof site, which ws dry and sheltered, commanding
 fine view of th surrounding country. We were even more fortunate in the hospitality and

Help which we received from Mr. & Mrs. Hel
“The weather wasless Kind, for aftee llowing us t pitch our tents dry, it rained almost
However, surprsingly litle time was lot, the boys getting in 500 working

, Mr. Oldland found the farmers
Once

every day.
hours. As a result of the good impression made last yea
very viling 1o give us employment, al the boys getting work for the whole fortnight.

again they worked well and justifed the good opinion won lsst year.
When not pullng poratoes or harvesting, the boys got down to the really serious and

strenuous job of eating. The food was ery good and plentiful. Despite the difficulties of
rationing, o cooking meals n camp firs and primus stoves, and of srving meals i the rain,
Miss Whitchouse and Miss Whewell never fled us

M. Oldiand, afte some unnecessary demonstrations by the female members of the
party, ably took chirge of the washing-up and also provided wood for the fire—two jobs
‘which were no scone done than they had to be begun again.

We were also pleased to have Mr. Fisher with us to give us the benefit of his ex-
periencein the organistion of camp e

On several days visitors descended on us as from another woeld. They brought with
them an air o fastdious refinement and although they seemed to view our primitive mode

ofliving with polite amusement, we were nevertheless very glad to sec them.
OF course e had other accupations besides working, cating and slecping, One. s
B oiic: fey, thoepid e i oL, s ST

of the ball and the groups of sleeping kittens scattered on the floor.

Rabbits provided another diversion. Hope and Tennant stalked them with an air gun ;

Titley snared them ; Mr. Fisher dissected them ; aspiring cooks stewed them ; some of us

ate them,
We remember too Bekton's attempts o catch fish and the water bailiff’s attempt to
cateh Eckton—the score was to all.
There were many outings : & swimming party cycled to Rossall ; another climbed
the fels; while several equally entertaining expeditions did not receive official recognition;

3

THE BALSHAVIAN futum Trm, 1981

On the Thursday of the last week, we were inyited to a magnificent feed at the furm,
1229
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Monday Briefing © Chat Files Meeting Notes 1 more

05 July 2021

The War Years 1939-1945

End of Year Staff Gathering 19/07 Mesting started  05/07

When | heard Winston Churctill announce on the radio that we were at war with Germany,
I'was in Newcastle at a boy's who we had met on holiday. His name was Willy Nairn. |
remember, vaguely, catching the train home and wondering whether we would soon be
getting bombed! It was September - two months before my 11th birthday.

During the war years | was at Balshaws Grammar School. We had underground air-raid
shefters in partof the playing fields and periodically practiced leaving the school to go
into them in case of a raid. We never had cause to use them as the few alerts that
‘occurred happened at night.

‘The Government encouraged everyone to grow their own vegetables etc because the
German Navy was preventing food from overseas reaching us. It was called ‘Digging for
Victory' and many women joined the Women's Land Army to work on farms and so
increase the volume of home produced food.

During the summer holidays our school ran a ‘School Farm Camp’ when we were asked
to spend one to four weeks working on farms at Winmarleigh (between Garstang and
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Pilling). | went every year for the full four weeks, getting there on a bike which | had built
from spare parts! We slept n bel-tents, about ight lads to a tent, and meals were served
by the teachers in  large marquee.

During the day we were allocated jobs on the farms. One day | was given a scythe and
spent the day “bobbing' thisties (they had to be cut down before they seedsd o provent: O Meeting ended 45m31s 05/07 0853
them sproacing). Another day I spent following a ‘Spinner (2, pued by a tractor, which

dug out potatoes at a unning speed. Ourjob was to follow behind and pick up the
potatoss and throw the reasonably sized ones nto a arge hamper and the small ones
(chats) into another - backbreaking
Another job entailed crawing along rows of sugar best puling out weeds; the thisies and
nettles didn't improve the state of your hands or bare knees!

1 also spent a day or two ‘dtching'. This consisted of puling green slime out of the
iigation ditches surrounding the fieids, using a six-pronged fork which was bent a rght- i
e st el O Mesting ended 41m 525
When it was too wet to work outside we worked i the barn saving ‘bog oaK’ (ree trunks

‘which had, over centuries, been buried and become coal). We set up a table tennis table
in the barn for after work recreation.

One right while climbing a tree overlooking a pond, o get a fork fo a catapult, the branch
broke and | fell in. The write-up in the school magazine about the farm camp read “One of
the highights was the nght of ‘Ducky ising from the pond like the Lacy of Shalott
overed i evil smeling green sime.* They had to hose me down before anyone would
Gome near me but the farmer's wife took pity on me and let me have a bath i the
farmhouse.

O Meeting ended 8h34m  12/07 1628

Type a new message

At school 'm afraid | didn't take lessons very seriously, English and History were my best
subjects. Maths was ‘alright’ especially geometry, and some Physics was interesting! It
was only after swotting my way to four credits and three passes, and only one fail (Latin),
at 0.5.C, | realised how much better | could have done if | had worked harder earler! |
played full-back at rugby and enjoyed games a lot more than lessons!

— Balshaw’s church of England High School
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